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guard-posts where there were lights. At Fort Rama, a
blockhouse of stone surrounded by barbed wire on a hill
only twelve kilometres from the Mareb, they saw there
was no light. While a part of them entered the barbed
wire, another part let fly at the other end of the fort. The
garrison, which had never expected an attack, rushed to
the point where the noise came from and were nearly all
shot in the back. During the battle a dump of shells blew
up beside Fort Rama, which had always been believed to
be a safe depository. It killed five of the Ethiopians and
the Italians accounted for forty-five more. A hundred
were wounded.
According to Iniru's men four hundred and twelve
Italians, white and black, were killed and the whole fort
cleared. They found uniforms, rifles, machine-guns and
food enough to satisfy them for a long time, and were home
in the early morning. Their figures of Italian dead were
perhaps exaggerated, for it would have taken the Ethiopians
hours to count as many corpses as four hundred and
twelve.
Another party had climbed down the northern side of
the Shire ridge on February 12. Imru knew that he could
not repeat the surprise later. The Adowa-Asmara road
would be guarded too well. His parties were sent out at
the same time. Five hundred men with a proportion of
automatic rifles marched off to Damogelila on the Adowa-
Asmara road that night and waited for their opportunity
to shoot. A convoy passed to Adowa : they enfiladed it
at a turn of the road when the lorries presented a good
mass target and were going slow. Then they charged with
the sword. It was all done at great speed, and they told
Imru that they had killed two hundred and fifty-six men.
What interested him even more was that they brought
back, through the dark, over one hundred thousand
cartridges—" All that we could carry, but there are many
still in the camions."
Putting the shells and the cartridges together, Imru
realised that he must prepare for an offensive.
Imru was a good general. He had already shown that
he knew how to fight the Italians. Mulugeta, Kassa and
Seyyum all sent their men against outposts and patrols in
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